
Diastereoisomers of a heteroleptic ruthenium complex,
[Ru(bpy)2L]2+ (bpy = 2, 2'-bipyridine, L = 5-(4-nitrophenyl)-1-
phenyl-3-(2-pyridyl)-2-pyrazoline) have been isolated.  Two
isomers have quite similar redox potentials and show MLCT
absorptions in the region of 400 to 500 nm with similar absorp-
tion maxima at room temperature.  By contrast, quite different
emission maxima and lifetimes are observed at 77 K.  

Because of their unique photophysical and photochemical
properties, ruthenium(II) polypyridyl complexes have been
extensively studied1 and widely used in a number of photosen-
sitization and photocatalytic processes.  As a part of our study
to develop novel Ru(II) complexes as efficient photosensitizers,
we have prepared a series of N,N'-type bidentate ligands, 3-(2-
pyridyl)-2-pyrazoline derivatives 12 and their Ru(II) complexes
[Ru(bpy)2(1)]2+ 2, where bpy = 2,2'-bipyridine.  Interestingly, in
each of these complexes, two kinds of emissions were found to
exist.  Although the phenomenon of dual emission has been
reported for several Ru(II) polypyridyl complexes so far,3 it
seems rather dubious whether this is the case.  Because each
complex 2 may exist as a mixture of four stereoisomers owing
to the presence of two chiral centers, i.e., metal (Λ/∆) and lig-
and (R/S).  Therefore it is also plausible that the observed two
kinds of emissions come from two diastereoisomers (= two
enantiomeric pairs) of 2, respectively.4 The effect of stereoiso-
merizm on physical properties of the Ru(II) polypyridyl com-
plexes has become of interest in recent years.5 However,  for
simple mononuclear  Ru(II) complexes, only a few examples
have been known to show such a stereochemical effect.4,6 In
this study, we separated the diastereoisomers of a complex 2
and examined structure and physical properties of each isomer.

Pyridylpyrazolines 1 were prepared from the correspon-
ding chalcones according to the reported method7 with a slight
modification.  Heteroleptic Ru(II) complexes 2 were obtained
from Ru(bpy)2Cl2 and 1 equivalent of 1, and isolated as the per-
chlorate salts in a usual manner.  The results of NMR analysis
indicated that each of the obtained complexes 2 is the mixture
of stereoisomers as anticipated.  For a complex 2 ( X = NO2 ),

recrystallization of the mixture sample from ethanol–acetonitrile
gave one diastereoisomer 2a.8 And from the mother liquor,
another diastereoisomer 2b8 was obtained.  Their 1H NMR spec-
tra afford clear evidence for the separation of isomers.9

The crystal structure of diastereoisomer 2a is depicted in
Figure 1,10 which reveals that 2a is the racemate composed of
the (Λ)-(S) and (∆)-(R) isomers.  The ruthenium center has a
distorted octahedral configuration with bond angles 77.5(9)° for
N(5)–Ru–N(6), 78.4(3)° for N(1)–Ru–N(2) and 79.7° for
N(3)–Ru–N(4), respectively.  The average bond length of
Ru–N(5) and R–N(6) is about 2.06 Å which is almost same as
that of [Ru(bpy)3]2+.11 The 1-phenyl group is twisted out of
pyrazoline plane with an angle of 82.71° to make two planes
almost perpendicular.  This may be caused by steric repulsion
between the 1-phenyl group of 1 and two bpy ligands.

Table 1 summarizes the electrochemical data for Ru com-
plexes 2 ( X = NO2 ) and [Ru(bpy)3]

2+ as well as those for ligands.
There are no significant differences in the electrochemical proper-
ties between the diastereoisomers 2a and 2b.  Oxidation potentials
of the complexes 2a,b are slightly positive-shifted as compared
with that of [Ru(bpy)3]

2+.  This may be due to the presence of lig-
and 1 having an electron-withdrawing substituent, i.e., nitro
group.  On the other hand, the first reduction potentials of the
complexes 2a,b are almost same as that of [Ru(bpy)3]

2+.  This fact
is in accord with the more negative reduction potential of 1 than
that of bpy and suggests the first reductions of the complexes 2a,b
are attributed to the reduction process at the bpy ligand.

Absorption and emission spectra of the complexes are
shown in Figure 2 and their data including emission lifetimes
are summarized in Table 2.  In absorption spectra, each
diastereoisomer shows an apparently single MLCT transition
with a similar absorption maximum.  Although  electrochemical
data suggest that first reduction of 2a,b takes place at the bpy
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ligand in the ground state, it seems rather difficult to resolve
these MLCT transitions to the particular ligands because of the
small difference in the reduction potentials between 1 and bpy. 

No emission was observed for both isomers 2a and 2b at
the room temperature.  However complexes 2a, b show moder-
ate emissions with quite different emission maxima in
ethanol–methanol (4:1, in v/v) glasses at 77 K.  Isomer 2a has
emission maxima with longer wavelength (645 and 709 nm)

than those of isomer 2b (583 and 633 nm).  The results of life-
time measurements also indicate the difference between 2a and
2b.  The values of emission maxima and lifetime for isomer 2b
are close to those for [Ru(bpy)3]

2+ respectively, whereas emis-
sion properties of isomer 2a are similar to those of a homoleptic
ruthenium complex of 1, [Ru(1)3]

2+, which has two emission
maxima at 655 and 719 nm with an emission lifetime of 1.84 µs
in the case of X = H.12 These facts imply that  isomers 2a and
2b have different ligand-based emitting states to each other.
However an alternative explanation would be also possible.
Thus, in the complexes 2a,b, the interaction between ligands
through space, so-called interligand coupling, especially due to
the existence of 1-phenyl group on 1 seems to be strong enough
to affect energy levels.13 Consequently the difference in the
mode of the interligand interaction between 2a and 2b may
cause the different emission properties even if both isomers
have the same ligand-based emitted states.  Anyhow, for further
clarification of emission behavior, more detailed information on
the structure and physical properties of the complexes is
required.  Work is in progress along this line.
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